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Psairm 57. 6, 7. 

+ They bave prepared a net for my ſteps, 

. my Soul is bowed down; they have 

' digd a Pit before me, into the midſt 

whereof they are fallen themſelves, My 

 eart is fixed, Oh God, my beart is 
fixed: I will ſing, and give praiſe. 


CID Lad 


> 


| N ſo great an Occaſion as this, two ſuch 
grear Occaſtons as God has given us, 
ISP tor a perpetual Remembrance of this 
day; Our Deliverance heretofore from the Gun 
; powder Treaſon, and now again from the imminent 
danger of Popery and Slayery : Such abundanr, 
{uch overflowing marter of Thankſgiving ro God, 
I confeſs I am Jealous of my felf, may draw me 
forth into a treſpaſs upon this great Audience ; 
\ there being ſo much to ſpeak ” that one hard- 
| ly knows what to leave out. | 
And therefore I am the more pleaſed with that 
wholfom Order of the Church that confines. us to 
q a Text ; which Order being obſerved will keep 
; us from running too far out of our bounds; 
Mg [fon ens Ol ' © though 
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though if I ſhould exceed bur a lictle beyond my 
hour, I hope the good Aﬀection which carries 
me forth, will be accepted ſo far, as to excuſe me 
ar leaſt. for any tolerable prolixity. 

| My Textis part of a Plalm of David, a 
| ſhall conſider at this time, not as ſpeaking for 
himſelf, but for the whole Church of God, as 
being he! fweer Palmiſt ' of Iſrael * And chete- 
fore- paſſing by the occaſion upon which this P/alm 
was Compoſed, (which was, a Deliverance - that 
David had from Saul, as we read in the Title of 
the Plalm) (I ſay, paſſing by his particular Oc- 
caſion,) I ſhall conſider the Words of my Te 

as they may fic the Churches Caſe upon 2 20y ſug 
like Deliverance ;* and , eſpecially. 'pn borh Hh 
Deliveraribes which'we ate to bn this day, 

So abſtrafting from” David* S particular Gale: 
afnd taking his Words-45 (| ſpoken inf behalf of the 
Clinch! Not'ts he't dious 1 in Spſujoing them. rg 
you, 'I thall only y give. them a little enlargeinens 
by way of Paciprale ors my Text. * 

(Samth our Þ/aliniſt) They had Taid a wet in mM | 1ay, 
and my Soul (i. e.) 1 iy ſelf in the Hebrew hyale, 
was bowed down ; 1 was juſt ſtepping into ir, Bur 
when I came near, I ſaw it was more than a Net, 
there was alfo 4 Pit which they | had du for me ; there 
was hot 'olly a Net to rake me, "Gia *Pir co kill 
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me, or rather to bury me alive! Bur: for all char, 
I am eſcaped out of danger, and- they.that dig'd 
the Pi are falhn into it. Surely this was God's work, 
of which therefore he ought to have the: -Glory:; 
and in him I ought to truſt; 1 will-truſt in him 
for the . future. .. Fhis: is the meaning-of theſe 
words ;: My. heart is fixed, 0þ God, -m ny heart | ts : guy 
T will fog! and give-praife, «© +: . 
- In the Text thus explain'd, al may be codkiced 
to. Two Heads: Firſt: God's mercy to his Charch; 
and: meh rhe Churches: OREN nag to 
God. . 
- Firſt God: $ adn ro ollis Church) in klivaing 
it from .a- great: danger.. ' The. Danget is made 
muclithe greater by cheſerhree Circumſtances of ir? 
; Firſt, thatit'was Secret ;, 'Secontly, that ivwas 
Near ; and 'Fhirdly, like-ro have: been Fatal. . | 
Foſt that. it was > Sewnhs and Hidden> That is' a 
cercible Circumſtance; ihdeed,. eſpecially of ' any 
great danger:. 'Be' it-never'i fo great, what: one 
lees, he may find: one way or: other to avoid::He 
may {o.order things by good taking heed; 'that 
either. it ſhall not-come upon him; 'or if 'it doth; 
it-:ſhall do him.no hurt : He may -break the force 
of- ir, he may at leaſt ſocampound, that-ic (ſhalt 
do hin asjlicle hurt as is poſhble :- But/there'is no 
ak with he knowsnot whatnor whom :. 
$2 B 2 There 
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There is no warding off a blow which one:can- 
not foreſee ; it is upon him before he is aware of 
it : Such a danger comes over : one like a Net ; 
and ſuch was our P/almift's, faith: he, they bad pre- 
pared a Net for my Steps. 

Secondly, he was near ſtepping into the Net : 
Sol underſtand thele words wwa2:12z2 my Soul (:. e.) 
1 my ſelf, was bowed down ;I was-juſt dropping into 
ic. That is another terrible Circumſtance. Ir is ter- 
rible indeed,in caſe of any greatdanger, for the near- 
neſs of ir leflens the hope of eſcaping. 'There ismore. 
oye of any danger, while it is yet afar off, thar 
either it may not come at us, as things may hap- 
pen ;-or however, it will-not come preſently, ic 
may be not till one is provided ovaink it-: Bur if 
the danger be ſo near, that it doth not give him 
time, « oh he cannot provide againſt.it, he muſt 
take what comes, he-cannot help ir, he muſt ſuf- 
fer both that'and all the Conſequences of it. 

Bur Thirdly, then his hope is, that whatſoever 
he ſuffers ir may not be his utter deſtruction. His 
hope is, that at leaſt he may live after ic; and if 
lo, what he loſes now, he may recover at another 
time. So the Church ſaid, Mic. 7.8. Rejoyce not 
againſt me, -ob my Fnemy, though I fall, T ſhall riſe : 
So one may hope to.do,. if: he falls upon plain 
ground. Byrt- this was: the worſt of David's Caſe, 
that 
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that his Enemies had aug a Pir for him; and he 
that falls into a Pir, 1s either kill'd or fore hurt, 
and fo diſabled. thar he cannot ger out : eſpecially 
when there 1s a Net to hold him there, then he 
is loſt to all hope ; where he falls, there he lies 
without remedy. 
Now, for God's. Mercy in his Deliverance, that 
follows; and of this likewiſethere are three degrees. 
The firſt is not mentioned but ſuppoſed ; thar 
through God's Mercy he eſcaped both the Net 
and thesPit, In any great Danger, if one eſcapes, 
and no more, that alone is a great Mercy of God. 
But, Secondly, Here was not only that Mercy 
in David's Caſe, but here was alſo an act of God s 
uſtice upon his Enemies. What is more Juſt 
than this? That every one ſhould cat: the Fruit 
of his own doings, that miſchief ſhould light on 
the Heads in which 'it was; contrived, that they 
that dig Pits for others ſhould fall into them 
themſelves? Thus David tells us ic happen'd to 
his Enemies. And when it did ſo, If they had 
any ſenſe/ in them, they could not bur acknow- 
ledge there was a great deal of [uſtice in this. - 
Bur, Thirdly, "To make a Deliverance perfect, 
it muſt be ſuch as: David prays for, P/alm 141. - 
10. That his enemyes may fall into their own nets, 
and that he may ever «ſcape them, They that are 
h {o 
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fo dehivered from their Enemies, have reaſon to 


hope thar they ſhall be troubled with them no 


more : their-Enemies:being ſo diſabled. with their | 
fall, that-rhey will not have ſtrengrh tro do them 


hurc.; or. fo. diſmay'd, that they will have no 
mind to it, for fear of worſe another time. 


There is but / one thing-mo6re to. be wiſht and 


prayed for, upon-{uch a'-diſappointment of our 


Enemies; and that is, that 1t: may be a:means of 
their Converſion: from -Erraor- and: Sin. :OF this 
we ought never-to deſpair, tho! our hopes 'of- i 
have foiled us-at other times. 9 
But the greateſt hope we can have is from 


ſuch a diſappointment-as this.” If this would con- 


vince them of their ſin j-and' cf'itheir;folly'in 
fighting againſt God, ſo- it: would be a*means' of 
their Converſion, and ſo it: would be a happy 
fall to Them. ;, Happy that fall. by:which- Meri 
riſe to everlaſting lite! -Qh Joyful ſight! ro: all 
good Men upon Earth, and tothe - bleſſed An- 
gels in. Heaven, | {| i © ts ff 7 Fen 

Burt withour this, :where* it. icannot- be had, a 
bare Deliverance, when-God-/ſees fit to grant no 


more, .and ſpecially. if it be. a. perfect Delive- | 


rance from our Enemies, ſuch as: David here de- 
ſcribes ;. this is that whichdeſerves a Thank(pi- 


ving to God, ſuch as followeth in'the next words. - 


It 


- » rae 


« - may 
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ki iS a Thankſgiving that begins in the right 
place. My Heart is fixed, oh God, my Fleart is 
fixed. How it was lo, he tells us ellewhere; iT 
was by ruſting 1 in God, Pſalm 112. 7. Fhe righs 
teous man's heart is fixed, truſting i m the Loyd. And 
for this Truſt, as we have a + ſufficient ground 
from what we kavoes of - God's 'Goodnels 'ro'his 
Church, and much more from-his Gracious Prot 
mile of Preſetvation.; ſo we are abundantly con: 
firm'd by ſuch an experience as this, of :the truth-of 
his Promiſe,and of his GoodneſSto:us mpattichlar. 
; Secondly, Out of the” abundance of the' heart the 
mouth ſpeaks. What one-is full-of;, -he 'cannot 
but: imparr it to. achers: - and every. -ofte will 'dd 
it his own way:!\ This was: Day's Way: itt ay 
Text,-1 will ſing and 'oive praifers.. '7 1M 

The Hebrew :word* tor here uſed, fi ionifies back 
to ſing! and ito-play- upon! arr” Tnftruinefe'2/if 
joyns Vocal: ahd' Inſtrumental : Muſick-rogethett 
So that Davids words -exattly. rendered.,- would 
be theſe; I, will compoſe a'P/abn, and I will Ing\ 
it to Muſick. 'He-teaches-us; upon: fuchi Delt 
verance; >ro/ufe. all.'che: expreſſions of Rejoicihs! 


and Thanklgiving rogether , that can be made 


forth by -any ourward ACt:» to {tir-up our ww 
if God or! his 'Metcies, .and to'fhr : up<'© 


yh. lkewife to:do it-by onr” example. TROS 
Alt 
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All theſe things which I have ſaid in general, [ 
am now to bring home to our preſent Caſe, in 
both: the -Deliverances thar we are tg remember 
this: day. ..-.: ; - 117.4 

And firſt, as concerning the Gunpowder Trea- 

ſon; I ought to fay ſomething of the Danger, 
before I {peak of our Deliverance from it. Bur 
before both theſe, IL ought to lay ſomething 1n 
anſwer ro them that would perſwade us that 
there was no. Danger art all. 
\ - They cell us:it was-a Plot of our fide, - into 
which ſome few of their Catholicks were drawn 
by the then Secretary of State; and when he 
ſaw his time, he diſcovered it, as (chey lay ) he 
might eaſily do, the whole thing being contrived 
by his wit, and carried on with his privicy. 

In anſwer to this, I am firſt ro do.right to the 
Juſtice of the Nation, as well as to the Honour 
of that great Miniſter ; and to ſhew, that this 
was a Plot of the Confpirators againſt the State, 
and not of the State againſt the Conſpirators. 

Having ſhewed char it was truly fo, then I 
ſhall proceed to ſhew you the Danger of it, in 
thoſe three degrees of Danger in my Text, Firſt, 
the profound Secrecy of it. Secondly, the Near- * 
neſs. to execution. Thirdly, the miſchief if it 
had taken; I want a word great enough for it, 


It 
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It had been a Death's wound, a Fatal blow, both 
ro Church and State, to our Religion and Laws, 
to every ching that 1s Sacred in this Nation. 

For the Conlpiracy it ſelf, it was ſo black, fo 
Inhuman ; it ſo outdid the wickedneſs of ths worſt 
of Mankind, that one would think none bur 
Devils could have devis'd, or would have had to 
do in ir. Bur there are Principles that make 
Men like Devils. The Men of thoſe Principles 
are called the Frogs that come out of the mouth of the 
Dragon, Rev. 16.13. I doubt nor that Propheti- 
cal deſcription was intended of the Jeſuits ; whom 


I mention, as being the Authors of this Deviliſh 


Conſpiracy. 
The prime Architect in it, was Father Garnet, 


| their Supcrior in this Kingdom : who took in as 


many more of his Order, and of their choſen 
Diſciples as were thought fit to. be, cruſted with 
the Secret of it. And let their Succeſlors excuſe 
it how they will, by ſaying, as they do ar this di- 
ſtance of time, that it was Secretary Cecil that drew 
them into this Plot: Thar's a thing thac was'ne- 
ver heard of in thoſe days. The Parties them- 
ſelves never charged him with it, chey never laid 
it upon any other then themſelves, they all own'd 
it, and ſome of them gloried init, both Living 
and Dying. I appeal to their own — 

; C or 
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of the lateneſs of this Imagination, let him look 
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for the cruth of what I lay, and to all the Writers 
of that Age for the truth of their Confeſſion. 

But becauſe in ſaying all the Writers, I may 
ſeem not to be particfilar enough, I ſhall therefore 
name Cardinal Bellarmine in particular. He writ 
againſt King James in the Name of Matthaus Tor- 
tus ; but he afterwards own'd thar Book to be his, 
and writ the Vindication of it in his own name. 
Bellarmine was a Jeſuit himſelt, and zealouſly con- 
cern'd for his Order ; he ſhews it ſufficiently in 
his Book which he wrote at that time. He might 
very well have inform'd himſelf from Father 
Tefmund, who was in the Plot, and fled for ir 
to Rome, where (to ſhew how little they Ab- 
hor'd that wickedneſs ) he was preferred, He was 
then the Popes Penitentiary. And yet for all 
the Information he could give him, Bellarmine 


knew nothing of this. He never thought of this 


Shift ro thro it upon Cecil, So far he is from 
that, that he owns that King James's Deliverance 
was not without a miracle of Providence : which he 


could not have ſaid, without mocking God, as. 


well as betraying his Cauſe, If he had Imagin'd 


that the Miniſter of State had bin Author, or ſo 
much as privy to that CO 
But if any Papift would ſce and be convinced 


into 
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into Morus the Feſuit's Hiſtory of the Engliſh Miſ. 
ſion of the Sociery. He writ this Book above 


hfty years after that-time ; it was but a little be- 


fore King Charles the Second's Reſtauration. There 
he gives an account of this Treaſon, and of the 
Fathers of the Society, that were in it, and thar 
Suffered for it. But he has not a word of this 
excuſe. He lays the matter wholly upon them- 
ſelves, as an exceſs that they run into out of a 
Zeal for their Religion : and ſo he leaves it upon 
them of his own Order, which moſt certainly he 
would not have done, if he had had any know- 
ledge, or any opinion of this Fiction. 

Much more. I could ſay of this kind, if it were 


. proper to load my. diſcourſe in this Preſence with 


multicudes of Quotations. But thus much 1 
thought might be needful, ro ſhew, that we have 
not mocked God, all this while, and that we are 
not doing it at this time, by giving him thanks for 
that which was not His; for that which was in 
cruth bur a Trick, and nor a real Deliverance. 
How Real and how Great a Deliverance this 
was, I am next to ſhew, by ſetting before you the 
danger we eſcap'd, and that in all the Circum- 
ſtances of my Text. 
Firſt, for the Secrecy of it, that was wonder- 
ful ; Nay, it had bin wonderful in any other 
C3 hands, 
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hands, bur it was not fo in theirs that had the 
management of this. 

There is no People in the World ſo provided 
as they are for Secrecy. | 

Firſt, by their Doctrine of ſatisfaction for Sin, 
and of - Merit, by promoting their Catholic 
Canſe. This paſſes generally with them of the 
Roman Church: and 'tis that which ſo animares 
them with Zeal for their Religion. 

Bur particularly, among the Jeſuits, their Do- 
Etrine of the lawtulneſs of Lying for the Caule ; 
they call it the Doctrine of Equivocation ; by which: 
they can afhrm any thing tho' it is never lo falle, 
they can deny any thing tho' it is never fo true ; 


DO — 


nay, they ought to do it (as their Caſuiſts ſay) . 


when it is needful for the Service of the Church. 

'Add to this, their Clergy's power over the 
Laity ; which enables them to infuſe what the 
will into their heads ; and they mult believe ir, 
(as they commonly do, ) with an Inplicit Faith, 
and they follow it with as blind an Obedience. 

Then on the other hand, If the Laity have 
any deſign, it is delivered under the Seal of Confeſ- 
fan to the Clergy. So Garnet ſaid, at firſt he came 
into this Secret, it was delivered to him by Catesby 
under the Seal of Confeſſion. : and being askr, 
why. he had not diſcovered. it then, for the pre- 


ſervation. 
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fervation of the King and Kingdom ? He did 
not ſtick to ſay, Thar it were berter all the Kings 
of the Earth ſhould periſh, than thar he ſhould 
diſcover what was faid to him in Conteſlion. 

Bur beſides all theſe general things, which are 
of great uſe for the covering of any deſign ; there 
was that particular Secrecy. in this, becauſe not 
only their Lives depended upon it, but the Salya- 
tion of ſo many millions of Souls, as were by 
this means to be brought into the Catholick 
Church. Thele were: molt weighty Conſiderati- 
ons, they are Charms that never mils their effect, 
whereloever they are apply d. 

We ſee what cffect they had formerly, in that 


' great Secrecy before the Miſſacre of Paris, I ſhall 


{ay nothing of ir, but whar I have from Capilupi, 
a Roman, that writ foon after the Maſlacre, and. 
deſcribed ir as a glorious' thing, and carried on- 
with admirable ſecrecy. He laith, it was carried on- 
ſo for Four years time ; whereof, for twenty 
monrhs together, ir was known to no: more but 
fve beſides: the King ; he ſaich, for fix Months 
after it was known only to Fourteen Perſons ; but 
it was known to above 'I'wo hundred Perſons for 
two days before the Execution ; and yer all this 
while, it was kept ſo cloſe, by all that were privy 
to. it, that; (as that Author ſufficiently proves) the 

SEPT Hereticks, 
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* Hereticks were not aware of it : They were fo far 


from that, that they had not the leaſt ſupicion, till 
it broke out all on a ſudden, at midnight, firſt ar 
Paris, andfrom thence ic ran in a Train all France 
over, till (as Thuanus faith, who is of undoubt- 


ed Credit) there were murthered no fewer than 


Thirty thouſand Perſons, who were many of 
them the moſt confiderable of all the Reformed 
in that Kingdom. | 
We ſee yet ſtranger effects of theſe Charms of 
Secrecy : In Ireland, we ſaw a great inſtance of it 
in our Memory. The deſign of the Maſlacre, 
and of the Rebellion there, was carried on by 
numbers of Men throughout the whole Nation. 
They covered it ſo, that there was no ſuſpicion 
of any evil Delign : There was no ground for a 
Suſpicion, 00k it were their exceſſive civility, 
and kindneſs, and endearments to the Proteſtants, 
at thattime more then any other. They were ſome 
of them {o over kind, as to make themſelves the 
Gueſts, and to lodge in the Houſes, of thoſe Pro- 
teſtants, whoſe Throats they were to cut the next 
day. But when once it had broken out, it was 
carryed on with all fury, to the ſlaughter of I know 
not how many Thouſands. Burt I will tell you 
what I have read in a Book that was ſoon after 
printed at Lisbou ;-t was writ by one of their 
Prieſts 
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Prieſts, that calls himſelf Conſtantinus Marullus ; he Cmeliu 
rells tis, the Proteſtants ſay there were kill'd above tun. 
a Hundred thouſand ; it may be ſo, utinam omnes ! 
would we had kill'd them all (faith he in his Ca- 
tholick Charity.) 

Now knowing theſe Inſtances of their Secrec 
in {uch Matters, and knowing the Principles from 
which it proceeds ; we cannot wonder, that, in the 
hands of Men of the ſame Principles, this Gunpow- 
der deſign was carried on with the ſame Secrecy. 

Tho it muſt needs be known to about Twenty 
Perſons that had their particular Parts to Act in it ;? 
and tho there was a general notice of- it, that the 
Papiſts had throughout the Kingdom ; they knew 
that there was ſomething extraordinary in hand, 
for the good of their Catholick Religion, and they 
had eſpecial Prayers for that purpole ; yet none- 
knew any thing of it but themſelves. The Pro- 
teſtants had no ſuſpicion of it, how could they 2 
when they had given them no provocation. No. 
Provocation did I ſay ? they were lo far from that, 
that they oblig'd them with Favours : I ſay this 
out of King Jones's Book. He tells us that du- 


ring thoſe three years that he had Reigned before 


the Gunpowder Treaſon, which Treaſon was a 
hatching all the while, yerall that while there was 
no Papilt in England that (uffered any thing upon 


the. 
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the account of Religion : On the contrary, they 
were treated with favour,' as it they had the Laws 
1 on their {ide : They were adimitted' ro Court ; 
| | They were employ'd in Embaſſies ; They had Ho- 
'v nours conferred upon them as well as others ; and 
they ſeemed to be in as good humour as they had 
realon to be in theſe Circumſtances. 
|| Bur all this did not hinder them from goINg ON 
; with thetr dehign ; nay it rather encouraged them, 
| it helpt them to cairy it on. For being under no 
manner of Tealouſie, they found themſelves fo 
ſecure, that. at laſt they were even open in what 
1 they did. -; They had their meetings both in City 
4 and Country ; they workt in their Vaulr without 
: fear ; They bought and laid in their Powder and 
other Materials ; They armed themſelves at home; 
They held Correſpondence abroad : They lefc no- 
thing unprovided for, that was necellary, either to 
finiſh their work, or to juſtifie ic when it was done. 
This advantage they had by their Secrecy and: pro- 
(| found Diſſimulation, ro make themſelves unſu- 
:M {pected and truſted, and ſo to do that which they 
| could not ſo well have done otherwiſe. 

And by this means they came fo very near the 
effeing of their Deſign, which I noted as a Second 
degree of - our danger. We were as near bein 
catcht, as David was in the Caſe which he deſcribes ; 
the 


” 


iS ea tt — .o..\ 


before Their MajesTIES. 
the Trap was laid for him, and he bowed down 


to it, he was juſt falling in, when he ſaw a Pir 
ready to receive him, even ready to [wallow hin 


up. This was the Caſe of our whole Church and ' 


Nation. The- great Repreſentative of Thele, 
the King, and his Parliament, were to have met 
in the uſual Place, and there this Net was prepa- 
red, there was a Pit provided for them ; even there 
under the Houſe where they were to fit, there was 
a Vaulr dug, a Magazine of Powderlaid in, great 
Iron Bars were laid over, There was an Engineer at 
hand, the Match was ready laid, it was f1z'd for 
an hour, a fatal hour, of this Morning, the Fitch 
of November ; in a minute of which, in a mo- 
ment, all the Governing part of this Nation, 
and God knows how many more, all that came 
within the reach of it, were to have been blown 
up. 
Lord | what a Thunder Clap had it beento this 
poor Church and Nation ? What an Earthquake 
would it haye made through all Europe? What a 
Fatal blow to the Proteſtant Religion, both here 
and all the World over ? It was a blow that would 
have been felt to all Poſterity. How many of 
the greateſt Perſons now living would never have 
been born? And how many more would have 
had Cauſe to with themſelves of the Number ? 
D fo 
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| It would have made a ftrange alteration in the 


World; and eſpecially here in England : It would e- 
ven turn ones head tothink of all the Particulars. 

Bur ſome of the principal things I muſt conſi- 
der now in the third place, to ſhew how Fatal a 
blow it would have been. And here 1 ought in 


| duty to begin with the King and Royal Family. 


I ſhall do ic the rather, to thew how little reaſon 
they haveto brag of their Loyalty : They I mean 


of the Roman Catholick Religion, who'nor only 


excuſe, bur do little leſs than worſhip them thar 
were the prime Authors of this. 

Firſt I ſay, that if this Plot had taken, there 
had been an end of the Reigning Family. This 
King and Queen had never been born : No, nor 
any that deſcended from King Charles the Firſt of 
bleſſed and glorious Memory. That Prince, 
though he was very young ar that time, yet he 
muſt have taken his Lot among the reſt : ſuch 
was the Indulgence of his Father, that he would 
have both his Sons ro be with him ar his entring 
into that Parliament ; and ſo they were all to 


' have been blown up together. For the Lady 


Elizabeth, (who was afterwards Queen of Bohemia) 
ſhe was then in the Country ; and to ſeiz upon 
her, they had framed a hunting match, at which 
{he was to have been taken, for what. uſe I can- 

not 


— abit 


a >, 


kth 


HI VL 


before T heir MaJjESTIES. 


not ſay, probably to have been pur into a 
Nunnery. 

But that: none of that Family was to have 
Reigned, it was determin'd before by that Pope, 
in whoſe time all chis bulineſs began. He was re- 
ſolved upon the Excluſion of King James before 
his coming into England ; and had ſer out his rwo 
Breves for that purpoſe : which Act of the Popes, 
(as Garnet himſelf 1aid,) was that whichipurt them 
upon this Treaſon ; They thought it their Duty 
to throw out him whom the Pope had command. 
ed them not to receive. 

Well ! but the Crown mult be placed fome- 
where, and which way would the Pope have 
diſpoſed of it? That appears in the Letters of Car- 
dinal dOfſat, who was then at Rome, and inform'd 
the King of France of this Myſtery. He tells him, 
chat by Father Par/on's contrivance, (who at that 
time govern'd their Counſels for the Engliſh At 
fairs,) the Pope would have found a way to have 


marryed his Nephew to the Lady Arabella, to give 


| him atleaſt ſome Colour of a Title to the King- 


dom. We find in thele Letters what means were 
then uſed co engage the Kings of France and Spain 
ro put him in Poſſe-Gion. I do not remember the 


end of this matter: norl am no farther concern'd 


in it, than to ſhew that the Pope was in very good 
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earneſt, in thoſe Breves, to throw out the now 
Reigning Family. 

It is no great matter whom they would have ſer 
up in the ſtead, Ir muſt have been one that was 
throuchly made for their purpole. One that 
would have gone through with chem in their De- 
fhign of Reſtoring their Catholick Religion ; and 
in order to that, in their methods of governing. 
the Kingdom, 

And for the Government of the Kingdom, ir 
appears what courſe they delignd. We have a 
large Account of it in Father Par/ons's Model of 
the Reformation. I mention him again, as one 
that govern'd the Counſels of thoſe "Times. 

He propoſed in the firſt place, to {zt up a Coun: 


_ cil of Reformation, that ſhould have the. Con- 
duct of all things for five or ſix years. That 


Council ſhould have been compoled of Popiſh 
Biſhops, and other Zealous Catholicks, (to be 
{ure ſuch as would have been ruled by the Jeſuits.) 
They were to. have granted ſome kind of Tole- 
ration at firſt, till they could ſettle things to their 
mind. | 

Then. they were to. have a Parliament, of 
which all the Members were, not to take a Teſt, 
(cake heed of that by all means,) but only to 
make a. Profeſſion of the Catholick Faith, and to 
| bind. 
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bind themſelves to it with an Oath, without 
which they were not to be admitted ro be Mem- 
bers. Then this Parliament ſhould have made 
it Treaſon for any Member to propoſe any 
change of Religion for the furure. Having thus 
ſecured the Votes, they were next to have repeal'd 
all the Laws againſt Popery, and they were to 
have revived and put in full Authority (theſe 
are his words) all the Laws that ever were in 
ure here in England againſt Hereſie. After that 
we may be competently ſure, there ſhould. have 
bin no more Toleration. 

Then the Parliament ſhould have reſtorcd alt 
the Church Lands. They ſhould have cleerly 
taken in all thac Hereticks had in Poſteflion ; but 


for thoſe that were held by Catholicks, they * 


ſhould only have paid the old Rents, and fo 


held them ſtill as their Tenants. There were: 


many other particulars, upon which. I have not 
time to enlarge. Bur he comes to this at laſt, 


that when all things were ſettled their way, by 


A& of Parliament; then there {hould be an Ir 
quiſition lertled likewiſe. But becaule that is an 
Odious name, it ſhould have bin. called ſome- 


thing elſe ; bur it ſhould be che very lame thing 
which at Rome they call che holy. Inquiſicion.. 


And when they had ſettled. that in this King- 


dom; . 
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: dom, then England would have bin as Catholick 


— 


as Spain or Italy. 

And fo having lecured this Kingdom to them- 
ſelves, they had made a fair ſtep rowards the ex- 
tirpating of the Northern Hereſte. No doubt 
this was it that they drove at; in which the 
could hardly have faild, if this Plot had taken ; 
it had bin Fatal, not only to us, but to all the 
Proteſtant Religion. 

From ſo Secret, ſo Near, and ſo Fatal a dan- 
ger, it pleaſed God to deliver us, as on this 
day, which therefore we ought to celebrate with 
Thankſgivings. With perpetual Thankigivings, 
If it were but for that ſingle Deliverance. It 
had bin a great Deliverance, if there had bin 
nothing elſe in it but a bare diſappointment of 
their preſent deſign. 

Many other Deliverances we have reaſon to 
believe God has given us, even from this ſore 
of Adverſaries, that we have never thankt him 
for, becauſe they never came to our Knowledge. 
Some Mercies of this Kind we can name, of 


which we knew- nothing at the time : but we. 


have gathered it up afterwards from ſome of 
themſelves that have bin privy to their Con(pi- 


Tracies. I am per{waded there have paſt very 


tew years, in which they have not had ſome De- 
1] lign 
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ſign or other on foot, of which we have had no- 
Information. You cannot bur judge ſo, if you 


read Coleman's Letters, to {ay nothing af other 
Books of older Dae.| 

God has diſappointed them, by ſuch ways as 
he has not bin pleaſed to bring to our know- 
ledge. He is a true friend, thar doth things for 
us at that rate : that ſeeing us in danger or 
want, never ftays to be askr, but helps us even 
without our knowledge. We owe him the more 
thanks tor this, becauſe he doth it unknown ro 
us : and yet becauſe we know it not, we can- 
not thank him with any *particular acknowledg- 
ment. 

How much the more are we obliged to thank 
God for Mercies which we certainly know ? for 
what he doth for us in that Signal manner, char 
the TOE deſcribes in this "Text > When he 


not only ſaves us from the Net which our Ene- 


mies have laid for us, bur when he cauſes them 
o fall into the Pir which they have dig'd before. 
us. This 1s the Second thing to be oblerv dand 


acknowledg'd in our preſent Deli VErance. 
It was obſerv'd and acknowledg'd by ſome 
of the Powder Traytors themſelves. When. they 


found their Treaſon was dilcovered, it was at 


Te (I think that was the name of it, ) 


wheth | 
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when a quantity of Powder that they were dry- 
ing, blew up, and hurt ſeveral of them, and 
much diſmaied all the reſt ; then they could nor 
but ſee and confeſs, that God had taken them in 
their wickedneſs. Others ſaw afterwards that 
which was a more viſible Token of his Judg- 
ment, when their heads met together on the top 
of that Houſe which they would have blown up. 
But his Judgment was yet more viſible upon 
Popery it ſelf, on whoſe account that Deviliſh 
Conſpiracy was made. The diſcovery of it was 
the greate(t blow that Popery had ever received 
in this Kingdom ſince the Reformation. It was 
upon this happy diſcovery that the chief part of 
that proviſion was made that has ſecured us 
_ it ever ſince. It was then that the Oath 
of Allegiance was framed, that has bin the chief 
diſtinction between Proteſtants and Papiſts : and 
then that moſt of thoſe Laws were enacted, thar 
have bin ever fince a great Security and Fence 
to our Religion. 
It was fk a Fence, as, if our Governors 
would have ſtood by, had certainly ſecur'd as 
well their Government as our Religion. Our 
Enemies could never have broke it down, nor 
climb'd over it, if ic had been looke to with 
ordinary care, Bur it was our unhappinels, they 
ad 
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had always a Friend at Court; ſome Friend or 
other to lend them a helping hand. And what 
'came of it? Under the negleted and trampled 
Fence bred thoſe Adders that ſtung them ro Death 
who ſhould have kept it garded and repair'd. 
Afterwards , through the Juſt Judgment of 
God on our Sins, wo unto us! Our Enemies, 
whom this Fence ſhould have kept out, not on- 
ly got over it, bur got the Government on their 
ſide. We could not believe it a long ,while. 
We ought to be ſo tender of the Honour of 
our Princes, as not to believe any ill of them 
till we cannot help believing it. We cannot 
help it, when they will let the thing be no longer 
concealed. Bur ic was happy for us, that before 
this was declared, upon occaſion of ſome breaches 
that were over-haſtily made, this Fence was re- 
paired, and made ſtronger by Additional Laws. 
Then our Fence was lo ſtrong, that our Ene- 
mies found it neceſlary to take away our Laws, 
that they might come at our Religion. Oh how 
fain would they have had the conſent of a Par- 
liament to do this! A Church of England Parlia- 
ment, to be a kind of Felo de je! to take away 
that which ſecured, not the Spiritual indeed, bur 
the Bodily life of our Church. How fain would 
they have blown us up with an opinion, that 
E we 
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we mult give up our Laws, forſooth in a com- 
lement of Loyalty | as it to do otherwiſe, had bin 
tro have diſtruſted the King. So they made him 
believe, and lo they would fain have per{waded 
You. Prodigious Impudence! for Jeſuits to do 
this! Them that never endured a*King of ano- 
cher Religion, one moment longer, than ill they 
could come at his heart blood ; for Them to 
take upon them to teach You Loyalty! You of 
the Church of England, that nor only received a 
King of another Religion, but did every thing 
that he could ask, except the giving up of your 
Religion and Laws. For that indeed you hum- 
bly deſired ro be excuſed. You could not do like 
your Selves in giving up theſe. You hoped he 
would not take them from us. We knew he could 

not do it, without making this Another Kingdom. 
Blefled be God, for that ſteadineſs of mind, 
which Generally ſhew'd its ſelf upon this occaſt- 
on; not only in the Nobility, Gentry, and Cler- 
gy, but even among the Commonalty of this 
Kingdom. It was to a Miracle, even our Ene- 
mies being Judges; ſuch a ſteadineſs as no Man 
could hope tor, and ſuch as God only could give. 
Bur when we would not be wheedled out of 
our Laws, then, they that could do what they 
would with the King, were for other ways, then 
q they 
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they were for forcing them from us. And for 
this, whar likelier way than by a ſtanding Army 2 
That they thought at firſt to have raiſed here in 
Enzland. They might perhaps think that Soldi- 
ers would not be much concern'd for Religion. 
Bur they found their miſtake. In all England 
they could not raile an Army to bring in Popery. 
What then? they muſt bring them over out of 
Ireland. There they had a Nation of Catholicks, 
for their turn; and if thoſe had nor ſufficed, 
there were French enough ready at Call, who at 
that time had nothing to hinder them from com- 
ing hither, 

In this State of things, they darſt try-what the 
Patience of the Nation would bear. And fo 
having firſt broken over the Telt-Laws, they 
next proceeded to Suſpend the other Penal Laws. 
And the fame pretence they had for that, would 
have reachrt all our Laws: For they did it by a 
Diſpenſing Power, which they made the King be- 
lieve was no more but his Lawful Prerogative. 

The Laws being thus trampled under foot, it 
was viſible what we were next to expect ; there 
was no other proſpect, but of Arbitrary Govern- 
ment, and of Popery ; both which, being ſettled 
here once, would not eaſily have been removed. 
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We ſee how it is in France ; there was a Go-. 
vernment by Laws, and there were two Millions 
of Proteſtants under the protection of thoſe Laws. 
But where are they now? There are no Laws 
bur the King's Will: and it is his Will that there 
muſt be no Proteſtants : All his Subjects muſt be 
of his Religion : Thoſe that are nor, he ers his 
Dogs at them, he hunts them like wild Beaſts, 
in his Country, and out of his Country. "This 
he doth for his Glory, as being the moſt Chriſti 
an King; and if other Princes will follow him, 
no Proteſtant ſhall live in the World. 

He engag'd the Duke of Savoy to do the like 
in his Country : and lent him his Dogs, he even 
thruſt them upon him. They hunted the Yau- 
dois, till they had kill d above half that poor Peo- 
ple : Of the other half, part were ſtarved in Pri- 
lon, part were driven out of the Country, and 
the few that remain'd were forced to abjure their 
Religion. "This was actually done there, within 
theſe three or four Years. And God knows 
how ſoon the like might have bin done in Eng- 
land. It might? What ſhould hinder? When 
our Laws could not ſecure us. What ſhould: 
hinder? but the want of hands to do the buſi- 
neſs effe&tually. Bur he that both gave the Ex- 

ample, and lent hands to the Duke of Savoy ; 


would 
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would have ſeen that hands ſhould not have 
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been wanting in England, when it had been time 
to have followed that Example. 

Sure we are, that the Guides of our King's 
Conſcience did approve of the Example, and 
were mad to have him follow it. We are as {ure 
that They were in ſtrift Alliance with France, from 
whence, as they had their Counlels, ſo they could 
not doubt of Aſſiſtance. And tho it would have 
colt them nothing, that King knew how to pay 
himſelf for it, in Empire, of which he is greedy 
and inſatiable. To gain this, he wanted nothing 


but to have England in dependance on him. He 


wanted nothing elle to eaable him, to opprels: all 
the reſt of his Neighbours, and to rob them of 
their Dominions. 

No doubt the other Princes of his Religion 


were ſenſible enough of their danger, by England's 


coming into a dependance on the French Monar- 
chy. How much more were the Proteſtant Princes. 
and States, that ſaw themſelves by this means ex- 
poſed to the utmoſt hazard, as well of their Spi- 
ritual, as of their Temporal Concernments? "They 
were all concern'd ; but knew not how to help 


- themſelves or us; till God raiſed up One:among 


them .... Bleſſed be God .... Icannot {ay what [ 
would on this Subject, tor I muſt not forget where, 
and before whom I ſpeak. Bur: 
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Bur I may ſpeak of the Works of God, which 
he hath ſo done, as that they ought to be had m Re- 
membrance ; and of theſe I ſhall oblerve theſe three 
things, and only give touches upon each, and lo 
leave them to your Meditation. 

Firſt, how extraordinarily God had prepared 
things for our Deliverer to do his work among us: 
Secondly, how his good Angels conducted and 
went along with, him in it: and Thirdly, how 
God blefled him with Succeſs above all human 
hopes and expectations. 

Firſt, for the wonderful Concurrence of things 
abroad that made way for this Revolution ; they 
were ſuch as no Politiciancould have contrived or 
brought about : Perphaps it is not lo proper for me 
here to name the Particulars. 'The mean while, 
here at home rhe Preparation was made in Mens 
Hearts : In the hearts of the People, which being 
only in the hands of God, that was his Work moſt 
certainly. Then, when all things were ready for 
the work, God found a fit Juncture for it. All the 
French Power being engag'd in that moſt unjuſt 
War on the Empire. Thele things that I have na- 
med were great helps rowards our Deliverance, and 
he is blind that does not ſee the hand of God in 
them. | | 
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How much more in the Expedition it ſelf ? which 
is the Second thing. In this, at the firſt ſetting forth, 
God ſcemed indeed to frown; without any hurt, 
but only to ſhew, that the Winds are His and not 
ours. And this appeared wonderfully when his time 


.was come, by his employing them ſo in favour of 


our Deliverance. It had been an extraordinary 
thing for the Winds to come at any ones Call ; as 
Claudian {ung to Theodoſious the Emperor, Oh nimium 
dilefte Deo--- No Man knoweth that Poet, but he 
remembers the reſt-of the Verſe. 

But God made them do more than that for our 


Deliverer. They .dire&ted him which way to fail. 


They choſe him a landing place, the beſt perhaps 


that could have been found in this Kinodom. . 


And when they had brought him hither, they ſer 
him down, and there left him, and turn'd back 
againſt his purſuers. What was all-chis * bur the 
work of God that makes his Angels Spirits, Plal. 104. 
4. He makes the Winds bis Angels. 1 think that's a 


better Tranſlation. I am ſure God made.the Winds. 


his good Angels for our Deliverance. 
Then thirdly for his Landing, it was upon this 
Memorable day. Yeſterday was the King's Birth- 


day, it was alio Their Majeſties Marriage-day ; - 


on both Accounts, to be Celebrated with yearly 
Thankigivings : But this day brought the fruit 


of. 


DM 


—” 
—— 


TL Sermon Proatid : &e.. 


of bath thoſe Bleſſings to theſe Kingdoms. 
Shall I. call this our Birth-day ? or rather the 
day of our Reſurrection ? lt is a Day that brought 
us new Life from the dead. It brought nothing bur 
Life : There was no Man dyed for it. 
_ And then as his Landing was without Blood, 
ſo was all his March without Blood, and it ended 
in a Conqueſt without Blood. Such a Conqueſt as 
the Sun makes upon a Miſt, that only diſperſes-it, 
and- clears the Air from ir, and makes the People 
glad that it is gone. | NEE 
-- The thick Miſt .of Popery. is gone, I-cruſt in 
. God; foas-tq-return/ no more. That's it. that 
makes it a Perfe&t deciſtve Deliverance ; ſuchas that 
of 1/rael was from the Egyptians, when Moſes ſaid, 
ou ſhall ſee them no more for ever, Exod. 14. 17. In | 
this Truſt let every one that loves. our Iſrael fayy Þ 
My beart is fixed, Ob God, my heart. is: fixed ;' and 'ifor. .. 7 
this Deliverance, as long as T have any Being, F i OE 
will (mg, and give praiſe. CORES | Tl 
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